
 

The Honorable Maida Townsend 

Chair 

House Commit t ee on Government  Operat ions 

St at ehouse 

Mont pelier, VT 

  

Dear Rep. Townsend, 
  

Thank you again, and please ext end my 

appreciat ion t o commit t ee members, for allowing me t o 

t est ify t his morning about  proposed changes t o DR 18 -

0114. 

The t est imony and discussion were insight ful, but  

also raised addit ional quest ions I hope t he commit t ee 

can answer as it  deliberat es. 

The proposal t o include online news organizat ions 

as accept able places t o purchase legal advert ising does 

not  def ine an online news organizat ion. The assumpt ion 

seems t o be t he proposed change would apply primarily 

t o VTDigger and t he Chest er Telegraph. However, 

would not  any news organizat ion t hat  had an online 

presence qualify? Could not  t his include radio st at ions, 

cable st at ions, t elevision st at ions, and any online news 

organizat ion? Examples of  t he lat t er could include 

BuzzFeed, Polit ico, Vox, Vice, Google News, Breit bart  

News, Huf f ingt on Post , Gawker, Facebook and so on. 

The int ernet  is worldwide. 

Would one online news organizat ion, whet her 

VTDigger or anot her, provide consist ent , professional, 

local news coverage — coverage t hat  is needed by 

cit izens — t hat  is current ly provided by t he dozens of  

weekly and daily newspapers t he st at e’s cit izens are 



fort unat e t o have? Do we want  an online “ Amazon”  of  

journalism, in Vermont  or elsewhere? 

And if  t he decision as t o where t o advert ise were 

lef t  up t o individual t owns, would not  consist ency of  

legal advert ising be lost ? Might  not  t he cit izen have t o 

surf  t he web t o f ind out  where his or her t own’s legal 

advert isement s were placed, and, perhaps, cont inue 

surf ing t o f ind where a neighboring t own’s legal ads 

were placed, and whet her or not  t hey were t he same? 

A local example is t he debat e as t o t he use of  

mot orized boat s on Great  Hosmer Pond in Craf t sbury. 

The wat er body is also in Albany. One of  t he select  

boards could post  a legal not ice about  t he pond in a 

local newspaper and t he ot her board could post  t he 

same or a dif ferent  not ice on a websit e. Would t his lead 

t o confusion among cit izens of  t he t wo t owns, 

part icularly if  some of  t he resident s lived in one of  t he 

t owns and had a camp in t he ot her t own? 

The draf t  proposal includes an appropriat ion of  

$800,000 t o est ablish a cent ralized rule syst em. Why is 

t here no indicat ion whet her t here would be addit ional 

cost s t o maint ain such a syst em? And why is t here no 

economic analysis of  t he benef it  t o t he Vermont  

economy of  sending almost  $1 million t o an out -of -

st at e business, as implied by t he Secret ary of  St at e’s 

of f ice? 

Thank you again for t he opport unit y t o share my 

t hought s and quest ions wit h your commit t ee. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Ross Connelly 

Edit or & Publisher, Ret ired 



The Hardwick Gazet t e 

P.O. Box 58 

137 West  Church St . 

Hardwick, VT 05843  

 


